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HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1950. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

1 —  Area  (in  acres)  69,963. 

2 —  Estimate  of  the  average  population  of  the  area  during 
1950 — Civilian  11,850. 

r 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1949 
according  to  Rate  Books — 3,478. 

4—  Rateable  Value— £40,322. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £152/16/5. 

The  chief  industry  throughout  the  District  is  Agriculture  ; 
other  employment  being  provided  by  the  Flax  Mill,  Ouse 
Chemical  Works,  the  Creosote  Works,  Brickyards,  Rail- 
ways and  Market  Gardening. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


A part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A full-time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor, 
with  certificates  A. R. San. I.  and  M.S.I.A.,  and  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Howden 
Selby  Fever  Hospital. 

Rural  Area  is 

the 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

77 

85 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

10 

Total  . 

83 

95 

M. 

F. 

Still  Births — All  Legitimate 

3 

n 
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The  Birth  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural  District  per  1,000 
of  the  Population — 15  00. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
Population — 158. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  .Howden  Rural  Area — -50. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — -38. 

DEATHS. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Total  Deaths  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area 

during  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58  65  123 

Death  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area— IT 2. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — IT  6. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  in  England  and  Wales  per 
1,000  Births — '86. 

This  indicates  great  improvement  in  the  safety  of  Con- 
finement due  partly  to  the  improved  arrangements  and 
conditions,  and  partly  to  the  new  Drugs  available  for 
infected  cases. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  of  age 

in  the  Howden  Area  ...  ...  . . 4 2 6 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 33' 7. 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  for  England  and 
Wales— 29-8. 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases — 67. 

Cancer — 17. 

Apoplexy — 9. 

Accidents  (including  Road  Traffic,  0) — 6. 

Tuberculosis — 4. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — 9. 

All  other  causes — 20. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  any  other  Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  both  about  the  average 
for  the  District  and  the  Country. 

Again  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 
There  were  only  4 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  out  of  a 
Population  of  11,850. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Beverley 
Area  Laboratory. 

INFANT  WELFARE. 

This  has  nOw  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 

MATERNITY. 

County  Maternity  Nurses  are  available  in  all  parts  of 
the  Area. 

Beds  in  the  Beverley,  Ferriby  and  Go  ole  Maternity  Homes 
are  available  for  Special  Cases,  and  the  District  is  now 
fortunately  situated  in  this  respect. 

WATER. 

The  Supply  from  Newbald,  Goole  and  Pocklington  is  good 
average  water,  and  regular  testing  proves  it  to  be  very 
free  from  Impurity. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

There  is  a complete  night  and  day  Ambulance  Service 
available  at  Beverley,  Goole  and  Selby. 

The  Howden  Ambulance  is  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Beverley  Service. 

This  service  is  a considerable  improvement  on  previous 
arrangements. 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  CENTRE. 

Twice  during  the  year  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  came 
to  Howden  to  collect  Blood,  and  on  both  occasions  the 
Donors  of  the  Area  responded  to  the  Call  in  a highly 
satisfactory  way. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  them,  and  also  to  the  valuable 
help  given  by  the  Howden  Branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Selby  Fever  Hospital  is  available  for  Infectious 
Diseases. 

The  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital  is  available  for  Accidents 
and  Surgical  Cases,  and  the  St.  John’s  Hospital  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

There  is  still  a very  great  shortage  of  Beds  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  there  were  4 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
and  6 new  cases  were  notified. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis,  Typhoid 
or  Paratyphoid. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Clinic  for  the  Area  is  at  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital 
on  Fridays  : — Women,  5 p.m.;  Men,  8 p.m. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Age  at  31/12/50 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1950 

1 

*949 

2 

1948 

3 

1947 

4 

1946 

5-9 

1941-45 

10-14 

1936-40 

Total 

Number 

Immunised 

4 

56 

111 

139 

16! 

612 

70 

1153 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  during  1950  : — 


Under  5 

5-15 

Total 

Boosters 

III 

34 

145 

II 

This  is  very  satisfactory,  particularly  as  parts  of  the 
Rural  Area  are  widely  scattered. 

VACCINATIONS. 

During  1950  there  were  125  Children  Vaccinated  and  15 
Re-vaccinations. 

All  Schools  are  under  the  County  Council  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  small  Private  School  in  Howden.  Reports  are 
sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  absentees  from  School  suffering  from  Infective  Sickness. 

- ^ 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WIGGLES  WORTH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  for  the  year  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  a 
brief  report  concerning  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  : — 

Blacktoft  ...  2 Traditional.  Brind  ...  2 Airey. 

Holme  ...  2 Airey. 

Total  6. 

IN  THE  COURSE  OF  ERECTION. 

Newsholme  2 Traditional.  Bubwith  ...  2 Traditional. 

Newport  ...  22  Traditional.  North  Cave  10  Traditional. 

Total  36. 


PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 

During  the  year  3 houses  were  erected  by  Private 
Enterprise. 

OTHER  HOUSES. 

Two  houses  erected  by  the  Commissions  of'  Crown  Lands 
at  Aughton,  a farmhouse  at  Holme,  and  a subsidy  house  at 
Howden. 

OVERCROWDING. 

This  problem  is  of  a fluctuating  nature.  The  Rural 
Survey  carried  out  and  completed  during  1949  revealed  50 
cases  of  overcrowding.  Based  on  the  legal  interpretation  of 
the  Overcrowding  Act  of  1936,  most  of  the  cases  referred 
to  were  of  a minor  nature.  There  can,  of  course,  be  moral 
overcrowding  as  opposed  to  the  legal  standard. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  during  the  year  of  additional 
cases  of  overcrowding,  but  where  bad  cases  exist  consideration 
should  be  given  to  them  when  other  houses  are  available. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  general  low  level  of  the  district  makes  the  problem 
of  drainage  One  of  peculiar  difficulty. 

In  Howden  town,  the  greater  part  of  the  town  is  drained 
into  a watercourse,  the  Old  Derwent,  which  discharges  into 
the  Ouse.  Part  of  the  watercourse,  or  sewer,  is  subverted 
and  passes  under  the  houses.  In  a dry  period  sewage  stag- 
nates on  the  sides  and  becomes  very  offensive.  The  open 
sections  were  cleaned  out  during  the  year,  and  during  a dry 
period  tides  are  sent  up  from  the  Ouse  to«  improve  prevailing 
conditions.  Part  of  the  town  drains  into  a sluggish  open 
drain  known  as  Carter’s  Drain.  In  general,  in  other  parts 
of  the  district,  house  drains  discharge  in  open  water  courses, 
ditches,  brick  ponds,  and  at  Newport  into  the  Canal. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  too  far  distant 
when  the  proposed  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Howden, 
and  the  joint  sewage  scheme  for  parts  of  the  Howden  and 
Beverley  districts  can  be  proceeded  with  ; as  a matter  of 
fact,  sewage  disposal  schemes  are  necessary  for  the  whole 
Of  the  Rural  District,  but  a start  on  the  schemes  mentioned 
above  would  be  a move'  in  the  right  direction.  It  has  become 
exceedingly  difficult!  to  obtain  labour  for  cleansing  the  open 
sewers,  the  men  who  used  to  be  employed  when  required 
have,  in  the  main,  been  found  employment  with  the  Drainage 
authorities. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scheme  of  refuse  collection  for  the  whole  district 
has  been  in  operation  over  5J  years,  and  has,  generally 
speaking,  given  considerable  satisfaction  to  the  public,  who 
much  appreciate  this  service. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the 
conversion  of  privy  ashpits  to  the  pan  system,  several  con- 
versions being  carried  out.  Very  good  progress  has  been 
made  with  conversions  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme. 

The  main  problem  is  the  shortage  of  suitable  tips  con- 
venient toi  the  large  parishes,  as  this  would  obviate  long  hauls 
to  existing  tips  and  thus  save  time  and  labour ; with  the 
addition  of  a considerable  number  Of  Council  Houses,  the  need 
for  more  tips  is  becoming  imperative. 

MILK  PRODUCTION. 

The  milk  produced  in  this  area  is  collected  and  taken 
to  the  large  towns  ; also  to  a Milk  Factory  at  Holme-on- 
Spalding  Moor.  There  is  too  much  time  lag  between  produc- 
tion and  delivery  to  the  towns,  and  there  is  much  that  is 
unsatisfactory  in  collection  and  distribution,  but  the  difficulty 
has  doubtless  been  one  of  transport. 


It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  churns  of  milk  stand  by 
the  roadside  often  for  long  periods  in  hot  sun  during  the 
summer  before  being  collected. 

The  number  of  milking  machines  in  use  has  increased, 
but  unless  strict  attention  is  paid  to  cleansing  of  machines, 
the  milk  produced  can  be  less  satisfactory  than  that  produced 
by  hand  milking. 

On  1st  October,  1949,  the  control  of  milk  production  passed 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  this  transfer  has  been  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  public.  However,  it  is  the  law,  and  officers 
of  the  local  authorities  should  endeavour  to  co-operate  as 
and  where  they  can,  particularly  in  such  matters  as  drainage 
and  water  supplies.  The  local  authority  is  responsible  only 
for  milk  retailers — two  in  your  district.  If  I might  venture 
a criticism,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  have  been  more 
in  th  i public  interest  if  small  producer-retailers  came  under 
the  control  of  the  local  authority. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at 
food  shops,  cafes  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared,,  and 
small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned.  No  slaugh- 
tering of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  carried 
out  in  the  district,  as  centralised  slaughtering  takes  place  at 
Goole  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

On  August  14th,  Byelaws  for  securing  the  Sanitary  and 
Cleanly  Practices  and  Conditions  in  connection  with  the 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  for  Sale  came  into 
force.  In  view  of  the  general  shortage  of  paper  it  is  not 
possible  to  enforce  the  Byelaws  in  their  entirety. 


CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING. 

During  the  year  under  review  25  building  licences  were 
issued,  as  compared  with  37  licences  in  the  previous  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  March  31st,  was 
an  act  to  re-enact  with  modification  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as 
practicable  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


During  the  year  a number  of  connections  have  been  made 
to  the  Council’s  mains  for  household  and  agricultural  pur- 
poses, resulting  in  an  increase  in  consumption.  Your  Council 
obtained  water  from  the  Pocklington  District  and  from  Goole 
but  the  bulk  of  water  used  is  obtained  from  your  own  New- 
bald  Waterworks.  Samples  of  water  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  proved  the  water  to  be  of  high  quality. 

The  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  over  1641 
million  gallons.  Of  this  amount  13,526,000  gallons  was  sup- 
plied to  the  Beverley  Rural  District. 

Details  are  as  follows  : — 

From  Goole  ...  15,147,000 

From  Pocklington...  25,310,000 
From  Newbald  ...  124,125,000 


FACTORIES. 

The  chief  factories  in  the  district  are  Anderton’s 
Chemical  Works  at  Howdendyke,  and  a Milk  Factory  at 
Holme-on-Spalding  Moor.  There  are  also  Brickworks  and  a 
number  of  premises  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Factories’  Act  of  1938. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  and  no  action 
was  found  to  be  necessary. 

In  addition,  there  is  a Government-controlled  Flax 
Factory  at  Howden. 


HOUSING  (General  Observations). 

The  amount  of  £100  allowed  for  building  repairs  without 
a licence  has  doubtless  been  beneficial  in  many  cases,  but 
unfortunately  this  allowance  has  not  touched  the  fringe  of 
the  housing  problem.  Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  labour  and 
materials  there  has  been  little  or  no  improvement  as  regards 
cottages  let  at  very  low  rents,  sometimes  as  low  as  3s.  per  week, 
and  this  is  a matter  on  which  the  owner  has  little  or  no 
redress.  In  my  opinion  this  vs  a tragic  state  of  affairs,  as, 
had  the  owners  of  rural  cottages  been  able  to  increase 
rents,  something  could  have  been  done  to  arrest  deteriora- 
tion of  this  type  of  property,  even  allowing  for  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
Rent  Restriction  Acts  have  served  a useful  purpose,  but 
unless  something  can  be  done  to  mitigate  the  hardships 
caused  to  owners  of  rural  cottages  by  high  costs  of  repairs, 
without  any  increase  in  rents,  further  deterioration  must 
inevitably  lead  to  closure  and  demolition  of  property  which 
might  otherwise  have  provided  several  years  of  useful  life. 


A Housing'  Survey,  covering  about  97  per  cent,  of  houses 
coming  within  a certain  rateable  value,  was  carried  out  and 
completed  in  August  of  1949.  These  Housing  Surveys  were 
carried  out  by  all  Rural  authorities,  but  the  information 
obtained  has  been  of  little  value,  as,  owing  to  prevailing 
conditions,  action  that  would  normally  have  been  taken  has 
had  to  go  by  default. 

It  is  quite  understood  that  the  main  housing  programme 
has  as  its  object  the  provision  of  houses  for  those  without  a 
home  of  their  own.  At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  something  could  not  have  been  done  to  arrest  deteriora- 
tion of  property  which  has  been  neglected  during  and  since 
the  war. 

The  Council  have,  although  progress  may  have,  for 

various  reasons,  been  slower  than  desired,  made  praiseworthy 
efforts  to  meet  the  housing  needs.  The  need  for  additional 

houses  is  gradually  being  met.  and  the  future  need  will  be 

the  re-housing  of  those  living  in  sub-standard  houses. 

The  Housing  Survey  referred  to,  revealed  about  509 

houses  classified  for  re-condi  ironing,  demolition  and  clearance 
oiders.  If  and  when  it  is  possible  to  take  action,  re-inspection 
will  have  to  be  carried  out.  There  are  differences  of  opinion 
as  regards  re- conditioning  old  property,  but  providing  the 
structures  are  reasonably  sound,  and  with  water  and 
electricity  available,  it  should  be  possible  to  bring  such 
properties  up  to  a living  standard  comparable  with  that  of 
a Council  house  at  considerably  less  cost  than  the  erection  of 
new  houses.  The  problem  will  not  be  an  easy  one  to  solve, 
but  it  is  closely  bound  up  with  general  housing  conditions,  and 
is  one  that  will  merit  your  serious  consideration. 

I am,  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KEMNETH  MONTGOMERY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


